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entered upon a long period of mediocrity and uninspi-
ted talent which still bears little relationship to its
former glory,

II. PLACES OF INTEREST.
ITINERARY I - MORNING.

Via Vittorio Veneto, Piazza Barberini, Piazza Quiri-
nale (Royal Palace), Markets of Trajan, Ponte Vitto-
rio Emanuele.

I CASTEL S. ANGELO, one of the most historic
monuments in Rome. Originally Hadrian’s tomb; then
the mediaval « Crescenzio Tower », later The Popes’
Fortress and Prison and now a museum,

2 ST. PETER'S & THE VATICAN MUSEUM.
The basilica is the largest Christian church in the
world.  The beautifully proportioned interior, con-
tains art treasures of astonishing variety and in-

comparable value. The semi-circular colonnade

around St. Peter's square was designed by Ber-
nini under Popes Alexander VII (x 580) and Cle-
ment IX (1610); the Egyptian obelisk standing in the
centre was brought by Caligula to Rome and erected
in the Circus of Nero. = Sixtus V in 1586 moved it
to where it now stands. The two fountains which
adorn the square are the work of Maderno and Bernini.

3 JANICULUM. The Sabine Mountains rise in front
about 40 miles away. The Alban Hills, where Alba
Longa — the old Latin Capital — stood, are on the
right.

The river Tiber divides the city into two unequal
parts and winds its way across the countryside towards
the Mediterranean. The Equestrian monument to
Garibaldi is erected here, The view over the city
from the Janiculum is unrivalled in Rome.

4 ENGLISH PROTESTANT CEMETERY. Situated
near St. Paul’s Gate and the Pyramid of Caius Cestius,
contains tombs of many Englishmen and Americans,
poets, writers -and artists (Shelley, Keats, etc.).

5 BASILICA OF ST. PAUL. This imposing modern
church is next in size to St. Peter’s.  Its Mediaeval
cloisters are very. beautiful.

6 BASILICA OF ST. JOHN LATERAN. This « Ca-
thedral of Rome and the World » was rebuilt about
1650 and ranks first among the churches in Rome
and in the World. The Popes proceed to this basilica
after their election. The name of Lateran comes
from the ground upon which it stands, belonging
formerly to the Roman Senator Platius Lateranus.
Visit to the historic Lateran Palace, the papal resi-
dence of old days, which was forsaken after the Popes
had returned from Avignon to take up residence in
the Vatican. It was converted into a museum by
Gregory XVI about 1843.

7 BASILICA OF SANTA MARIA MAGGIORE.
Founded by Pope Liberius in 352 on the Esquiline
Hill, It is the largest church in Rome dedicated to
the Virgin, hence the name of St. Mary the Greater.
The roof is elaborately carved and was regilded with
the first gold that Columbus sent to Ferdinand of
Spain from the American Islands he had discovered.
Trinitd dei Monti; Villa Medici; the Pincio (panorama
of the city); Villa Umberto I; Porta Pinciana; via
Vittorio Veneto.

ITINERARY 2 AFTERNOON.

Via Vittorio Veneto, Piazza Barberini, Tritone, Piaz-
za Colonna, Piazza di Pietra.

8 PANTHEON: the great pagan temple, now mau-
soleum of the Kings of Italy; Tomb of Raphael; Largo
Argentina (excavation of the Republican era); Piazza
Venezia; Monument King Victor Emanuel II; Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier.

9 ROMAN FORUM.  The centre- of -civic life in
Ancient Rome where the Romans met to transact
their. political, judicial and commercia]l affairs.

10 PALATINE. This historic’ hill was the first
centre of Rome. It is here that tradition says Ro-
mulus ploughed the boundaries of « Roma Quadrata »
in 753 B.C. The ruins around the hill are the most
ancient in all Rome, .

11 COLOSSEUM (or Flavian Amphitheatre), the most
majestic monument of Ancient Rome, commenced in
72 A.D. by Vespasian of the Flavian Family close

‘violent political factions.

The economic effects of long foreign wars and of a bad
agricultura] policy, together with changes in the so-
cial structure of the Republic, brought on a period of
During the first century
B.C. the Republican government through corruption,
became incapable of governing the. Empire.  This
period saw the gradual failure of the old political
system shown in the transition to autocracy with
the temporary dictatorship of Sulla (81-79 B.C.),
and the struggle for power between Caesar and
Pompey.

THE IMPERIAL PERIOD. (31 B.C. - 400 AD)
approx

Republican Rome ended in chaos with the Civil War
between Pompey and Julius Caesar who defeated his
rival and became dictator. In the ‘existing circum-
stances the Romans then tried the experiment of a
centralised autocracy, Caesar’s murder was the pre-
lude to nearly twenty years’ civil war between Mark
Antony and Augustus, the great-nephew and adopted
son of Julius Caesar. The forces of Antony and
Cleopatra were defeated at Actium in 31 B.C. and
Augustus became the first Roman Emperor.

Imperial Rome was not merely the centre of govern-
ment of the Mediterranean World for four nnn.nslmm,h
it was also a cultural and artistic centre, each emperor
making his own contribution towards the city’s glo-
ries. Augustus boasted that he found Rome built of
brick and left it built of marble.  In this way Rome
became a city of beautiful temples and public buil-
dings, and also of places of mBu.mmEg.ﬁ such as baths
and theatres. Within the Roman Empire the people
enjoyed peace and good government. Roman citi-
zenship, which carried with it many privileges and
rights (as. St. Paul knew), was bestowed on an increa-
singly wide scale to individuals as a reward for services
rendered to Rome and to communities in recognition
of their rising standard of civilisation. Provincial go-
vernors were subject to very strict control and there
were safeguards against exploitation of subject peoples.
Some of the conquered countries assimilated Roman
ideas and manners very quickly. By the end of the
first century A.D. Spain gave Rome the Emperor
Trajan, who added a new province (the modern Ro-
mania) to the Empire. The column commemorating
his victories can still be seen in the City. The first
two centuries after the birth of Christ saw the Roman
Empire at its highest stage of development. In was

TEMPLE OF CASTOR & POLLUX

at this time that Christianity began to spread -until it
reached Rome and extended throughout the Empire.
Finally, with the decline of the empire as a UoH.EnE
system, it was the Christian Church, with the Bishop
of Rome at its head, which .mv,wmmma on- the gift of -
Roman civilisation to later -generations.

WHAT WE OWE TO ANCIENT ROME:

1) Rome passed on the civilisation of Greece and -
Israel. .

2) She was the Emm..um of the spread of Christia-
nity — the one unifying force in later Euro-
pean History.,

3) She was the first Empire to formulate the
theory of government as a trust held by the
imperial power to be used for the U.mbmmﬁ of
subject peoples. .
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